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Opting out – the Land Futurists

Chris Phillips, Melissa Robson-Williams & Holden Hohaia
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My story

the paint brush is coarse



the paint brush is still coarse

Photos: Peter Scott, Above Hawke’s Bay



His story



His story



Drivers

Instead of being the challenge of agriculture, can 
diversity become the opportunity?

People Government Technology 

Innovation at the 
“Edge”

Global drivers



Research areas

Exploring the ‘Edge’

Photo: Farmers Guardian, 2016

Photo: School of Permaculture, 2014

Technology-enabled 
Diversification



the paint brush is getting finer
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the paint brush is getting finer
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How fine can the paint brush go?



Greater 
ecosystem 

services

New 
relationships

Multiple 
value chains 

Transparency



Best team

Innovators at 
the edge

Researchers

Technology 
partners

Best team



Summary

Photo: Our Land and Water

Kua takoto te manuka

Inviting the Land Futurists: 

those on the edge charting a way forward by reimagining our landscapes


